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behalf, I will at any rate see to it that he is not looked down
upon as a mere starveling aspirant of the Schools/ But
the Princess would not part with her grievance: * I am
sure you have thought it all out very carefully/ she said;
' but his uncles and most other people will not understand
a word of this, and will merely think he is being badly
treated; and I am sure the poor boy himself is very disap-
pointed. He has always been brought up with the idea
that To no Chujo's children and his other little cousins are
in some way inferior to him, and now he sees them all going
steadily upwards in rank, while he is treated like this* . .
I assure you he found it very painful wearing that light blue
dress, and my heart went out to him/ Genji could not help
laughing: * You must not take these things so seriously/
he said. * What does it all matter ? Please remember that
you are talking about a child of twelve years old. You may
be sure he understands nothing whatever of all this busi-
ness. When he has been at his studies for a little while, you
will see how much improved he is and be angry with me
no longer/

The ceremony of bestowing the School-name took place
in the new part of the Nijo~in palace, a portion of the eastern
wing being set aside for the purpose. As such a function
seldom takes place in the houses of the great, the occasion
was one of great interest, and Princes and Courtiers of
every degree vied with one another for the best seats; the
professors who had come to conduct the proceedings were
not expecting so large and distinguished an audience, and
they were evidently very much put out. 'Gentlemen/
said Genji, addressing them, * I want you to perform this
ceremony in all its rigour, omitting no detail, and above all
not in any way altering the prescribed usages either in
deference to the company here assembled or out of con-
sideration for the pupil whom you are about to admit iato
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